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300 Rose Avenue

Venice, CA 90291

W. (310) 314-2952 *h, (818) 909-9315
Fax: (310) 314-28%8 mickarp(@d?2.com

Michael Karp, SOC

August 18, 1999

Dmitri Nabokov

ch. de la Caudraz 19

1820 Montreux

Switzerland

Tel: 011 41 (0) 21 963 36 02
Fax: 01141 (0) 21 963 7921

Dear Mr. Nabokov:

I'arn a visual effects cameraman for Digital Domain in Venice,
California, and I am also a narrative film instructor at Art Center College of
Design in Pasadena (BTW, thank you for your support of the European
campus!)

Lolita continues to be a controversial subject in my classes, especially since
the release of the Lyne film. Stephen Schiff has provided some valuable
insights to me, but I definitely need your help.

An important question concems whether Humbert fantasizes any of the
events n Lolita, N OT UNLESS e SOTS So -

For example, many people believe that that Loljta was a twelve-year-old
virgin who was raped by her delusional, self-absolving stepfather N s S

Others believe the posite, that Lolita was actually a sexually
precocious girl who logt"her virginityat summer camp and then geduced) e DO
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Which version do you believe to be Viadimir's intent?
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Some have suggested that E 2
how unreliable is he? Did b fantasize I offta’s infatuation with Quilty? Did
Humbert fantasize that 1 o]it ith Charlie at camp? Did he ¢antasi;
that Lolita and Humbert seduced ofie another? And isn’t Lolita 40k

she accuses Humbert of raping her, claiming herself as a formerly
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unreliable narrator”. Byt just
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olimir's wrote his novel in the first per son, while he wrote his 1967

screenplay seemed to indicate that Humbert was not hallucinatin Lolita’s
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Many of these issues were raised during audience questioning of Mr.
Lyne, when he previewed Lolita in Beverly Hills for the British Film
Society. The same questions are also asked on the http://www.amazon.com
web site, in the Lolita Reading Group Guide,

[look forward to your answers to these questions:
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* Was Lolita foreibly raped. or merely the victim of statutory rape?
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* Was Lolita promiscuous? Did she premeditate and desire having sex with
Quilty, Charlie and Humbert? Or was this juson
Hurnbert’s part? ND
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* How does Mr. Lyne’s gslendid flm) deal with the premuse of the unreliable
narrator? T o CUR )
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